MILITARY   REVOLT   OF   COMMUNIST   PARTY

great units were held by members of that party it was
impossible to predict what would happen to the National
Council of Defence if there was a fight, because the
Communists would be stronger in actual numbers if all
these commands obeyed the orders of their political leaders.

Also most of the members of the Political Bureau of the
Party (Pasionaria, Dieguez, Checa, Montiel, etc.) had
been living in Madrid for more than a month, and ever
since their arrival there had been showing extraordinary
activity, with the help of Jesus Hernandez, Commissar
Inspector of Armies, one of the men whoa by his incon-
sequent behaviour, did most harm to our cause in
the War.

The Political Bureau took the precaution of circulating
a notice among officers in all ranks who were members of
the Party, in which the following enquiries among others
were made:

Are you ready, Comrade, to sacrifice yourself for the
Party and to arrange that its appointed tasks shall be
carried on in the unit under your command?
If occasion arose, which orders would you obey, those
of the Party or those of your superior officers?

One of these papers is in my hands, with a reply
from a Captain in the Assault Guard, which was taken
from the table beside his bed by an orderly. This Captain
replied that as he owed everything to the Party3 he was
ready to obey whatever orders it should give, even at the
cost of his own life.